English 9 Syllabus
2014-2015 Academic Year

Bosse High School
Instructor – Rebecca Curl, Carol Renner
Contact Information – rebecca.curl@evsc.k12.in.us, carol.renner@evsc.k12.in.us
Course Description - English 9, an integrated English course based on Indiana’s Academic Standards for English/Language Arts in Grade 9 is a study of language, literature, composition, and oral communication with a focus on exploring a wide-variety of genres and their elements.  Students use literary interpretation, analysis, comparisons, and evaluation to read and respond to representative works of historical or cultural significance appropriate for Grade 9 in classic and contemporary literature balanced with nonfiction. Students write short stories, responses to literature, expository and persuasive compositions, research reports, business letters, and technical documents. Students deliver grade-appropriate oral presentations and access, analyze, and evaluate online information. 

Goals and Learning Objectives

Students will

· contribute actively to group activities and presentations

· read and critique a variety of literary works 

· interpret a variety of printed consumer materials

· develop writing skills with an emphasis on expository essays 

· critique peer and professional writing

· learn and apply effective techniques of organization and development, analyze and revise writings, and evaluate written forms and ideas

· learn how to use technology to access, organize, and present their ideas effectively.

· collaborate with peers and instructor regularly to prepare for the ECA 
Materials
· Pencils
· Blue or Black Pens

· Netbooks

· ACTIVATION CODE: 2582934-10
Product Name: McDougal Littell Literature Grade 9 – eEdition
· Index Cards

· 1 Pocket Folder

Bosse Mission Statement


The Benjamin Bosse High School Community shares the responsibility to develop life-long learners who are productive members of society academically, technologically, culturally, physically, and emotionally.
Class Rules:

1. Respect teachers, staff, fellow classmates and property (i.e. desks, textbooks, etc.)

2. Raise your hand.

3. Stay in your seat unless otherwise directed.

4. Be on time.

5. Do not ask to leave the room unnecessarily.

6. Be prepared with books, notebooks, paper, pen, Netbooks, and homework.

7. Maintain a learning posture.

8. Be in your seat and ready to work when the bell rings.

9. Accept the consequences of your choices.

10. No food or drink will be consumed in class.
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YOUR grade will be a reflection of YOUR efforts! 

· All grades will be converted on the following scale:

90-100 A

80-89 B

70-79 C

60-69 D

50-59

F


*Failure to turn in an assignment will result in 0 points.

· You will be required to complete all class work and homework by the assigned due date. While all students in this classroom strive to meet the same goals, I reserve the right to modify an assignment or due date in order for each student to be successful.

· Make-up work is due within the same number of days in which you are absent.

· Major essays and projects will be penalized 20 percent each day for the first two days it is late (two letter grades). After two days, you will receive half credit. 

· Daily assignments will receive half credit if late. 

· Computer mishaps will not excuse late assignments.

· If you are absent the day of a quiz or test, it is your responsibility to schedule a time with either teacher to make up the test.

· You ALWAYS have an opportunity to improve a grade on a test or assignment by retaking or revising. A better grade is not guaranteed, but if you improve, I will average the two grades for a final grade. You will have three days once the assignment has been returned to try for the better grade.

· Students cheating or talking during a test or quiz will receive 0 points for the assignment and a referral to the dean.
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I expect this behavior every day. 
· Follow school rules: most importantly no vulgar language, bullying, or roughhousing in this classroom.

· Be IN YOUR SEAT when the bell rings.

· Do not leave the classroom without permission or without a hall pass. 

· Have your computer with you EVERYDAY. 

· Be responsible for yourself and your behavior: make smart choices, think before acting/speaking.

· Be respectful and courteous.

· No personal grooming, sleeping, or working on other homework.

Success:

Each grading period you will receive a participation grade in addition to daily grades. A participation grade is the equivalent of a test grade. If you are successful, you will receive an A for participation. 

Success will be measured the following ways:

· Working hard every day 

· Turning in all assignments on time and completed to the best of your ability 

· Bringing all supplies to class every day

· Participating in classroom activities 

· Observing and following classroom guidelines
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If you cannot be a vital part of this class, the following will occur:

· Warning

· Phone call to parents

· Referral to counselor and/or dean

· Severe clause: extreme defiance will result in a direct referral to the dean.

Final Thoughts: Always ask questions to clarify your understanding. Don’t be afraid to make mistakes…if you are giving your best effort and are willing to try again, mistakes often lead to learning.

English 9A 

Contract for Students

 
Student Name______________________________ 

Class________________

 I will agree to do my best at Bosse High School by adhering to the following: 
 I have read and thoroughly understand the syllabus for this class.

 I will maintain the procedures set forth for this class.

 I will bring the appropriate materials to class each day.

 I will share the syllabus with my guardian(s) and have my guardian(s) contact Ms. Curl with any questions or concerns at rebecca.curl@evsc.k12.in.us.

Signature_________________________________________      Date_________
Film Permission Slip

As an additional tool, our class will show various movies, as well as age appropriate video clips to enhance class material. Please sign the contract below to allow your student to view such videos and video clips.

Parent/ Guardian Signature____________________________________________

 ****This must be signed and returned for required 10 points

 I have read the attached class syllabus and understand the expectations for my student in English 9A. 
Parent/ Guardian Signature___________________________________________[image: image4.png]
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